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From the President 


From the mountains to the sea in Ala- 
bama, I have recived good news concerning 
our convention in Sheffield the week-end 
of April 26, 1956. The diligent workers 
there, with the untiring efforts of Nell Arsic, 
Convention Chairman, are really working 
to give you a wonderful time. I get rumors 
of garden clubs working, pre-convention 
assemblies of public librarians, trustee gath- 
erings, boat trips, barbecues and _ tours. 

From the program committee comes glad 
tidings of good speakers. From the ex- 
hibitors come enthusiastic reports of splen- 
did exhibits to entice you, along with a 
big exhibitor’s party for everyone. Now is 
the time for you to express your desires 
and ideas of what you wish done at our 
convention. Do NOT wait until after the 
session and complain of what was done 
or NOT done. This is your chance. Let 
us hear from you. 

Membership, yes, from Mobile comes 
word of well over five hundred paid mem- 
bers. Jimmie McWhorter and the mem- 
bers of her committee are really working to 
get us nearer the seven hundred mark. Are 
you talking the Alabama Library Associa- 
tion up? Let us have your renewal and 
bring along another one. That is the only 
way to increase membership. Everybody 
working. 

As I have trekked around over the state 
visiting libraries of all types, I am more and 
more struck with the idea that Alabama 
Librarians are taking seriously Hale’s clear 
cut statement: 

“To teach a child to read and NOT to 
teach him WHAT to read is to put a dan- 
gerous weapon in his hand.” 

In Birmingham, I found a library spirit 
and an interest in getting the right book 
to the right person at the right time that is 
hard to surpass. Their beautiful libraries 
ever growing, and their enthusiastic libra- 
rians make us feel humble that we have 
done so little in our own communities. 

Through the leadership of Martha Jule 
Blackshear, a marvelous exhibit of 550 
books from 25 leading publishers is travel- 
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ing all over the State. We featured a 
Christmas tea around these books in Hunt- 
ingdon, and hundreds of Montgomery par- 
ents, teachers, librarians, and _ children 
browsed through enjoying the beauty of 
these well chosen books. Many parents 
made up their Christmas lists from these 
books. 

This same spirit of reading and teaching 
to read was very evident during the legis- 
lative session. I was amazed and gratified 
at how seriously some of our law makers 
took the business of the Public Library 
Service Division. Intelligent questions were 
plied at Evelyn Mullen about her program, 
and while we did not get all we asked for, 
we did get an increase over the last budget. 

It was most gratifying to see the same 
spirit evidenced by our splendid Senator 
Lister Hill—Alabamians should be very 
proud that it is our own Senator, who is 
spearheading the Library Services Bill 
through Congress. In his impromp‘u talk 
at the dinner given for our American Library 
Association President, John Richards, here 
in Montgomery, the Senator gave us en- 
couraging news of the passage of this bill; 
this means that Alabama will come in for 
$209,000 per year for the next five years. 
Just think of the many lovely and wonderful 
things that can be done for the people of 
our state with this amount to spend for 
bolstering library service! Yes, we were 
delighted to have so many librarians from 
all over the state here to welcome President 
Richards and Senator Hill. 

This has been a great year. Two na- 
tional presidents have visited us. The 
Special Libraries Association Chapter had 
their national president, Chester Lewis, New 
York Times Librarian, in Birmingham. The 
tea, sponsored by the Birmingham Library 
Club in Richardena Ramsay’s beautiful new 
library, the tours of many of the special li- 
braries in Birmingham, the lovely luncheon 
at The Club—all, along with the inspiring 
message brought by Mr. Lewis, made our 
tasks seem all the more rewarding. 

(continued on page 20) 
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NOTED LIBRARIANS VISIT ALABAMA 


MARY PEACOCK DOUGLAS 

\frs. Mary Peacock Douglas, a nationally 
re-ognized figure in school library organiza- 
tion and administration is scheduled to 
hichlight the Alabama school librarians’ 
work conference early in 1956. 

The exact date of this state-wide con- 
ference is February 3-4 at the Whitley 
Hotel, Montgomery, Alabama. School ad- 
ministrators as well as librarians and teach- 
er-librarians are cordially invited to attend. 

This is an opportunity for Alabama edu- 
cators to meet and work with Mrs. Douglas 
who is the author of the Teacher-Librarian’s 
Handbook, the text most often used by 
school librarians in library management. 
Mrs. Douglas is also a frequent contributor 
to library and educational periodicals. 

Plans for the conference are being pre- 
pared by Miss Martha Blackshear, State 
School Libraries Consultant, and will be 
forwarded to all librarians early in January. 


CHESTER M. LEWIS 


Mr. Chester M. Lewis, National Presi- 
dent of Special Libraries Association and 
Chief Librarian of the New York Times, 
addressed the November meeting of the 
Alabama Chapter of Special Libraries Asso- 
ciation. This group met at The Club in 
Birmingham with some 46 special librarians 
attending. A special feature of this gather- 
ing was the opportunity to visit the libraries 
of the University of Alabama Medical Cen- 
ter, Southern Research Institute and the 
VA Hospital. 


JOHN S. RICHARDS 


It isn’t too often that a President of the 
American Librarian Association visits Ala- 
bama and particularly when that President 
is a librarian in a state about as far from 
Alabama as it is possible to get in the con- 
tinental United States. So it was that Ala- 
bama was so delighted to have even a 
one-day visit from John S. Richards, Libra- 
rian of the Seattle, Washington, Public Li- 
brary and President of the American Library 
Association. Mr. Richards, accompanied by 
Mrs. Richards, spent six weeks in Septem- 
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ber and October in a visit to libraries, li- 
brary associations, and state library agencies 
in the Southern states, including Texas, Ar- 
kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia and Florida in his intinerary. This 
was an important trip for Mr. Richards 
since the American Library Association will 
be holding its first Annual Conference in 
20 years in the South, when it meets in 
Miami June 17-23, 1956. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richards were guests of 
the Public Library Service Division on 
Tuesday, October 25th in Montgomery. 
While here, they visited a number of the 
state offices, were honored guests at a 
luncheon which was attended by about 50 
representative librarians and library trustees 
from all sections of the state, toured the 
Air University Library at Maxwell Field 
where a tea was given in their honor, and 
were entertained at a dinner by some mem- 
bers of the Alabama Library Association. 

In his brief and informal talk at the 
luncheon held at the Blue Moon Inn, Presi- 
dent Richards praised the Southern states 
for accomplishing so much on comparatively 
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small library budgets and spoke optimisti- 
cally about the progress being made today 
in providing library services for the 27 
million people in this country not now 
served by free public libraries. “Lay peo- 
ple are waking up to library problems,” Mr. 
Richards said. “Librarians and the public 
need only money and time to fill in the 
rural areas now lacking adequate library 
facilities.” 

Senator Lister Hill was also an honored 
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guest at the luncheon and spoke briefly on 
the Library Services Bill which he is spon- 
soring in the United States Senate. This 
marked the first meeting of Senator Hill and 
President Richards. Mr. Richards will 
probably represent the American Library 
Association in speaking for the Library 
Services Bill at the Senate hearings early 
in the new session of Congress. The Bill 
will have its hearings before Senator Hill's 
own Senate Education Committee. 





The 


No “hall of learning” would be com- 
plete without a place for close com- 
munion of books and students. Therefore 
the library at Jacksonville State College 
has been in existence since the begin- 
ning of the school itself. The old Cal- 
houn College donated its library to what 
was then the “Normal School,” but the 
exact number of books contained is not 
known. An old school bulletin, dated 
1902-03, states that the library contained 
an approximate number of 1,000 books 
and twenty newspapers and magazines. 
This number has since increased to over 
35,000 volumes and a widely varied se- 
lection of the latest periodicals and gov- 
ernment publications. 

In 1907-08, Mr. L. W. Miller served 
as librarian, assisted by Miss Exa Hames, 
who also taught music. Mr. Miller is 
more widely known, however, as the 
author of his Alabama History. 

The next year Miss Susan Lancaster 
was employed as librarian and instructor 
of library science. It was during that 
year that all the books were classified 
according to the Dewey Decimal System, 
which is still in use. The first accession 
book was begun on April 7, 1908, and the 
first fifteen books listed, which are still 
in use, are Beacon Lights of History, 
by Dr. John Lord. The college news- 
paper has a regular library column 
named “Beacon Lights” in honor of this 
phenomenon. 


The library has grown considerably 
since the Beacon Light days, and is 
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now named in honor of Ramona Middle- 
ton Wood, an alumnus of the college, 
and the librarian from 1921 to 1953. 
At Mrs. Wood’s death in the fall of 1953, 
Miss Mildred Johnston became college 
librarian. Miss Johnston initiated the 
“open stacks” policy, an arrangement 
which has proved highly satisfactory for 
staff and students. 

The staff consists of Miss Johnston, 
two assistants, and college students who 
work to pay expenses and tuition or to 
learn library procedure. The building, 
located at the north side of the college 
quadrangle, is efficiently arranged and 
comfortably lighted. There are two 
reading-reference rooms and a_periodi- 
cal reading room, containing a growing 
information file. The librarian and fac- 
ulty members constantly supervise the 
addition of volumes and _ subscriptions 
to see that the library remains up-to-date 
and keeps pace with the constant growth 
and expansion and increasing enrollment 
of the school as a whole. 

Students are encouraged to read wide- 
ly and thoughtfully by use of very ef- 
fective bulletin board arrangements, 
which are changed regularly to feature 
books on current issues and questions. 

Through the years the library has 
served and is still serving its purpose 
as a guide, or beacon light to those who 
come seeking knowledge and _ solutions 
to their problems. 

—ManriAN LANEY 
Student Assistant 
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TREASURE HOUSE FOR SERVICE WIVES 


By DorotrHy CLAYTON GLENN 


(Editor's note—To help you to have a happier new year, we are reprinting this article 
for all of you who feel unappreciated. It is reprinted through the courtesy of U. S. Lady, 
a magazine for Service Wives, Service Women, and Service Families. Incidentally, li- 
bruries on or near military bases may be interested in subscribing to this new monthly 
periodical. The Subscription Department is located in the Walker Building, Washington 
5, D. C., and the price is $3.85 per year—RRF ) 


{ am that seasoned gypsy, a Navy wife. 
As soon as the last sea-chest is unpacked, 
I always head straight for the public library. 
Experience has taught me that’s where I find 
a sure friend—the librarian. Most service 
wives will tell you the same thing. Lonely 
in a strange town, they know that through 
the library doors walk those whose interests 
are their own. They read the current plays 
which service salaries often won’t permit at- 
tending; some even go regularly on the day 
their favorite magazine are issued. 

When we were stationed near Memphis, 
Tennessee, the children’s librarian there got 
into a huddle with me about service fami- 
lies’ constantly hoisting anchor. 

“All war casualties aren’t soldiers and 
sailors,” she said. “Forever moving from 
pillar to post, youngsters get emotionally 
wounded. No growing thing can stand be- 
ing yanked up by its roots time and again. 
Maybe it’s their lessons that suffer, maybe 
their friendships, their sense of security, of 
belonging.” 

She understood. It was only my first 
visit there, but I burst out in confidence, 
“Maybe you can help me with my daughter. 
She’s lived without playmates on remote 
bases, finding her companionship in animals. 
As a result, she'll read nothing but stories 
about dogs and horses, though she’s reached 
high school. It’s a fixation many service 
youngsters have.” 

“Today we just got a new dog book. 
Send her in for a card.” There was a 
scheming twinkle in her eyes. 

Month after month dragged by. _ Still 
nothing appeared but dog books. Then 
my husband’s orders to Pensacola arrived. 
My daughter’s reaction wasn’t the usual 
emotional spree we always have at such 
news. Instead, she hugged closer the 


volume she’d been reading all morning and 
gasped, “Just so I finish THE ROBE first! 
Oh, Mother, it clears up all the parts of 
history I’ve wondered about. Every page 
is crammed. I can hardly put it down! 
Miss Quane at the library said it would be 
like putting a jigsaw puzzle together—bits 
of the Bible with bits of history.” 

Her face lifted with the kind of look one 
must have who sees for the first time. “It’s 
like finding a new world! The first thing 
I do when we reach Florida is to get more 
books by Douglas.” 

I turned away, offering a silent beatitude 
in the direction of dear Miss Quane. Such 
a librarian—and her kind is all over this 
good land of ours—can not only guide a 
youngster into the joys of reading, but ac- 
tually be back of his life’s specialty. 

Would that every child could spend a 
daily hour in the quiet of some library. 
Even Blackboard Jungleers stash it and are 
respectful in its hushed atmosphere—a salu- 
tary experience these days. The need for 
clean hands, care with books, returning 
them to their proper niches, sharing in keep- 
ing the library neat—all contribute to good 
citizenship among the young. 

A middy’s little boy made knots to the 
library near NAS Glenview (IIl.), one morn- 
ing when I was there. “My pet alligator’s 
sick! Can you tell me what to do? He’s 
just a baby!” Pent-up tears broke through 
language and escaped. 

The librarian lifted the telephone and 
called the nearby Lincoln Park Zoo in Chi- 
cago. In a moment the alligator man was 
on the line. The little fellow blurted out 
the amphibian’s symptoms, gave his address, 
and hung up with a jack-’o-lantern grin. 

“Gosh! He’s sendin’ me right away a 
pamphlet on the care of alligators!” he an- 
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NEW LIFE Means Better Library Styling 


Clean, performative lines and elegant sim- 
plicity are important themes in contemporary archi- 
tecture. In the library field, trendmakers like Sjéstrém 
of Philadelphia are keenly aware of current needs, 
both esthetic and practical. 


As a result, NEW LIFE library furniture is a dynamic 
example of elegant, performative equipment. The 
demand for NEW LIFE is growing, for it has been 
realized that its fresh design assists the architect, 
delights the librarian and inspires the library public. 


in Alabama: 


BODINE, BRYSON, & ROLLING 


719 SOUTH 20TH STREET, BIRMINGHAM 4, ALABAMA 
Telephone: 54-4636 





LIBRARY FURNITURE BY SJOSTROM OF PHILADELPHIA 
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nounced joyfully. “Thanks, ma’am. 1 gotta 
get home fast and do what he told me!” 

lie shoved off, leaving us both beaming 
and the librarian murmuring, “Of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

Yet before 1890, library policy was, 
“Dogs and children not admitted.” Today 
librarians even go to summer playgrounds 
to tell stories and whip up interest in read- 
ing. It’s an accepted supposition that next 
to a mother’s influence, a teacher’s is the 
greatest. But there’s a Forgotten Woman 
in this union of homes and school. Unlike 
the teacher, the librarian’s contribution goes 
unsung. 4,000 years ago a Chinese poet 
was asked to name the most worthwhile 
thing. He wrote: 

I am old. 

Nothing interests me now. 

Moreover, I am not very intelligent and 

my ideas 

Have never traveled farther than my feet. 

I know only my forest, 

To which I always come back. 

You ask me 

What is the supreme happiness here be- 

low? 

It is listening to the song of a little girl 

As she goes on down the road 

After having asked me the way. 

There it is. A theme song for the Lady- 
with-the-Book, who has her finger on the 
heartbeat of her community. 

I am reminded of our tour-of-duty at the 
NAATC in Norman, Oklahoma, when I 
spent every afternoon and evening doing re- 
search in the public library. At seven o'clock 
a strapping Seabee always parked himself at 
the end of my reading table, poring over 
sports magazines till closing time. After a 
week of this, curiosity overcame my _ pro- 
priecty. Was he making an analysis of these 
periodicals? 

“Nom!” he snorted. “I light out to git 
away from my wife’s naggin’.” 

The librarian knew what that goon didn’t 
—that every week his tired little wife came 
in to borrow the tenderest romantic novels 
in print. The lady at the circulation desk 
need not have been a psychologist to pre- 
scribe for this anemic marriage, had she 
only dared. And I’m betting that she did, 
eventually. 
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“Even if we never saw the local paper, 
we'd know what’s going on in our town,” 
Miss Helen Siniff, the head librarian of 
Wilmette, Ill., told me. “When a class in 
amateur painting starts, we soon know about 
it. And we’ve come to realize that though 
June is the traditional month for weddings, 
September’s becoming just as popular.” 

She answered the telephone, then turned 
to me, all smiles. “Now, there’s an exam- 
ple. When a new baby’s expected, we 
travel right along, first supplying books on 
prenatal care. After the birth, we choose 
some suitable novels for the recuperating 
wife and give them to the husband. Mean- 
time, we help pick out a name for the in- 
fant, and follow up shortly by books on 
child training. Before you know it, Baby’s 
ready for our Children’s Room—and in no 
time at all, he’s in high school and in our 
Adult Department. It’s natural, then, that 
we should have more than a vague interest 
in you and your family. We listen to your 
troubles and we tell you ours.” 

“What adult group has the most cards?” 
I wanted to know. 

“High school students, by far. Statisti- 
cally second are housewives. Not that men 
have little to do with the Library. Quite 
the contrary. They just let their wives take 
care of their reading needs along with all 
other shopping chores. Since the Chicago 
Tribune reviews books before they’re re- 
leased, I have to keep stepping to stay ahead 
of the public on them.” 

She invited me into her private office, 
continuing as we sat down: “Today’s li- 
brary tends the practical aspects of everyday 
living. It’s just as important to have a 
book on millinery as it is to hand out 
Browning’s works. Anything on creative 
hairstyling’s bound to be popular. We buy 
all that’s published on interior decorating, 
and those books are out all the time. 
Neither can we keep on hand books on 
upholstering and slip-cover making. As 
for wedding etiquette, there simp'y isn’t 
enough written about it!” 

“One of Wilmette’s commercial artists 
earns his living through your library,” I 
offered—as if she didn’t know it. “He uses 
your books almost entirely for making pic- 
tures of subjects in his work.” 
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SALE AND ACQUISITION OF 


¢ Scientific periodicals: 
Complete sets 
Short runs 
Single volumes — all 
fields, all languages 


¢ Scientific books: 
Out-of-print 
Domestic, foreign 


¢ Complete subscription 
service for domestic and 
foreign periodicals 


e All new books of U. S. 
and foreign publishers 


Send requirements and offers to 


Walter J. Johnson, Inc. 


125 East 23 Street 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Telephone: 
ORegon 7-6713 


Cable address: 
BOOKJOHNS, N. Y. 


Branch offices in 
London and Frankfurt 


Catalogues available on request 
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Miss Siniff nodded. “Incidentally, over 
the phone we just supplied a curious scien- 
tific fact introduced as evidence in an iin- 
portant Chicago lawsuit.” 

A bank president from Jacksonville, Iil,, 
found silverfish moths had infested valuable 
records. He phoned the library, which dis- 
patched not only a brochure on this pest, 
but also put the bank and farm bureau in 
touch so the latter might take care of 
extermination. 

No longer is the library merely a scholar’s 
hang-out. A shoeshine boy, a debutante, a 
deep-sea diver, a Greek waiter—all can tell 
you something about it. About 26 million 
are registered patrons, though additional 
millions use reference or other services with- 
out registering. Their requests are as 
myriad as their occupations. For instance: 

An Air Force navigator: “Can you trans- 
late the writing on this Chinese scroll?” 

A bride: “I want a novel about a mother- 
in-law to see if one’s ever been worse than 
mine. It might cheer me up.” 

A Marine: “Where is Pago Pago?” 

A nurse (phoning in): “I just dropped 
our typewriter on the floor. It won’t work. 
Can you tell me what’s wrong with it?” 
(This, the Wilmette Library told me, was 
the highest compliment it ever received. ) 

Television has made obvious inroads upon 
the quantity of reading done. But accord- 
ing to Miss Virginia Murphy of the Chest- 
nut Hill Branch of the Free Library of 
Philadelphia, “About three years ago there 
was a decided drop. Lately reading is 
picking up. Here at Chestnut Hill there 
never was any difference, for it’s a com- 
munity of discerning patrons who really use 
their library and keep us on our toes!” 

We were interrupted by the phone which 
she answered, then began laughing. “That 
was a railroad clerk. It seems a girl’s in- 
vited to a Dartmouth winter carnival and 
is there for her ticket. But neither she nor 
the agent knows where Dartmouth is, be- 
lieve it or not! That was their S. O. S.” 

“What’s the most popular request?” I 
asked. 

“Since this is Chestnut Hill,” she smiled, 
“it’s to help people select colleges.” Love- 
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jo: s Guide to Colleges and Universities was 
at her elbow, handy. 


Yesterday a Commander’s wife from the 
Navy Yard dropped by. She’s giving a Mad 
Hatter’s party and wanted to look up a 
Sherlock Holmes hat. We had a sad time 
finding a picture of one! But finally, after 
she'd gone home, one turned up—so we 
phoned the description.” 


\ young sport with biceps kept hovering 
near us. Suddenly he whispered to Miss 
Murphy, “I want some information, too, 
ma’m. That new librarian’s name.” 


Yes, they do get startling requests. But 
this was sane enough: the curvaceous new 
librarian could have passed anywhere for 
a movie starlet. Yet cartoonists still pic- 
ture librarians as cameo-faced, pince-nezzed 
females in Gibson-girl shirtwaists and hob- 
ble skirts. 


More and more I am amazed by the ways 
in which libraries have made my own ser- 
vice life richer. The bookmobile service 
while I was living beside an isolated South- 
ern bayou; the evenings of travel movies, 
poetry, and recorded concerts; the luring 
of my children into new interests by dis- 
plays of puppets, ship models, Audubon 
prints, photography, botany; the precious 
“ceiling books” when I was hospitalized in 
Cleveland; my youthful fling at journalism, 
when a Delaware librarian supplied me 
with tentatively written copy for my stories; 
my Navy treks made fun by travel-bureaus’ 
planinng; my teaching days made freer by 
the never-failing help for me and my stu- 
dents. Back home our mother’s sight is 
failing. Need I tell you how grateful we 
are for the book-records the Congressional 
Library sends through its Pittsburgh agency? 


Like any other service wife, I’ve lived 
in some Godforsaken places, too, far from 
libraries. That’s one reason I count my 
blessings now, seeking friendship in those 
who love books. “Where there is music, 
there is harmony,” it is said. By the same 
token, where there are books, there is un- 
derstanding. I shall always give thanks to 
my librarian friends, in themselves veritable 
treasure-houses; for wherever I’ve lived 
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they’ve given me an understanding of the 
place and its people. 


What we know, we love. And what we 
love becomes part of us. When the in- 
evitable transfer orders come, I am reluctant 
to leave. But again I am that seasoned 
gypsy, a Navy wife. 





NOTE FROM HOLLYWOOD 


A current production tentatively titled 
“The Library” with Bette Davis in the star- 
ring role is under way at Columbia studios. 
Miss Davis plays the role of a courageous 
librarian who refuses to yield to pressure 
for the removal of a pro-Communist book. 
If the film proves acceptable to the pro- 
fession, several committees have urged it be 
used in conjunction with local library pro- 
motion, radio and TV interviews, displays 
and special recruitment drives. Local ex- 
hibitors would welcome such opportunities 
for the two-way publicity. 





WE PRESENT A COMPLETELY 

NEW SERVICE TO YOU! 

I—GRADE “A” BINDERY SERVICE: 
1. Using: 

(a) Treasure Trove Picture Covers 

(b) Silk Screen Design Covers 

(c) Modern Equipment and Methods as 
specified by the American Library 
Association and the Library Binding 
Institute. 

2. Prompt Service — All work completed 
within a maximum of five weeks. 

3. Pick up service by our representative — 
Saves you packing cost and time. 

4. Low cost of transportation — Freight 
paid both ways on 100 books; 50 peri- 
odicals or a combination of 100 of the 
above. 

Mig Bo BOOK JOBBING SERVICE: 
. Thousands of books carried in stock for 
immediate delivery. 

2. Any title now in print is available. 

3. Liberal discounts. 

4. Orders completed in two shipments with- 
in a maximum of five weeks. 


Standard School Service 


Incorporated 
3827 First Avenue, North 
BIRMINGHAM 6, ALABAMA 
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TOP LEVEL SERVICE SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


By Rosert K. JoHNsoN’ 


(Editor's Note —The Alabama Librarian is very pleased to present the following paper 
for your information on the great service school libraries of the United States. Many 
Librarians, as well as other citizens, are all too unaware of the activities and the scope 
of the libraries of our larger military schools, and the part they play in our national de- 


fense system. 


This paper consists of extracts from a series of studies on the operations and services 
of libraries of 19 selected military educational institutions which Mr. Johnson is preparing 
for the Director of the Air University Library.—RRF ) 


Six institutions comprise the top level of 
the military educational system in this coun- 
try. These may be divided into two 
groups: (1) those under the direction of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, which are the 
National War College and the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces (together these 
occupy the top of the pyramid of our mili- 
tary schools), both of them in Washington, 
D. C., and, at a slightly lower level, the 
Armed Forces Staff College at Norfolk, Va.; 
(2) the War Colleges of the Army, Navy, 
and the Air University. The schools under 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff are unique in mis- 
sion, but the War Colleges, while they are 
the top schools in the Army, Navy, and 
Air Force, perform similar functions for 
their respective services. Following is a 
brief description of the libraries of these 
six institutions and of some of their activities. 

THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE 

LIBRARY 

The National War College Library, which 
dates its origins from 1795 (although the 
College itself was established only in 1946), 
is a combination of several early and later 
War Department collections. Its latest large 
acquisition was the bulk of the library of the 
pre-World War II Army War College whose 
former quarters it now occupies. This li- 
brary was absorbed in 1946 upon the estab- 
lishment of the National War College (the 
old Army War College was inactivated in 
1940, and was reestablished in 1950 but with 
almost no library collection). The National 
War College Library has the largest book 
collection among U. S. military schools. Its 
holdings number around 400,000 items, 


1 Chief, Technical Services Division, Air Uni- 
versity Library, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala- 
bama. 


which includes about 65,000 documents, the 
bulk of which bear a military security classi- 
fication. 

Among the Library’s services is the main- 
tenance of an index to articles appearing in 
periodicals in its collection since 1947; this 
now consists of over 80,000 cards. There is 
also a large periodical card-index file, chief- 
ly representing military subjects, for the 
period 1923-1946, and this is apparently 
unique among military school libraries. In 
common with libraries of several other top 
military schools, this one engages in a good 
deal of detailed reference work in connec- 
tion with the school’s courses (preparation 
of bibliographies, etc. ). 

Students and faculties of the National War 
College and the Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces make use of the facilities and 
services of both libraries, inasmuch as the 
schools are in adjoining buildings. Like- 
wise, this juxtaposition of the schools makes 
for easy interlibrary loan arangements. 
THE INDUSTRIAL COLLEGE OF THE 

ARMED FORCES LIBRARY 


The Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces was opened in 1924 as the Army 
Industrial College. It closed for two years 
during World War II (December 1941 to 
December 1943). In April 1946, it was 
given its present name. Like the Army 
War College Library, the library of this 
institution was forced to start almost from 
the ground up after World War II (its 
former equipment, furniture, quarters and 
most of its collection in the Pentagon, as 
as well as the former libraries of the Signal 
Corps, Military Intelligence, Ordnance, Air 
Force, and Adjutant General’s Office were 
swallowed by the Army Library when the 
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latter was created in 1946). In general, 
th present collection has been built up 
sie 1946. It now numbers 50,000 volumes 
n the main Library and about 12,000 se- 
curity classified documents in the Classified 
Re terence Unit. The resources here, as are 
those of many other higher military school 
libraries, are unique to the same extent as 
are the mission and curriculum of the parent 
institution. This collection is an extremely 
specialized library dealing with the many 
materials and facets of economic mobiliza- 
tion. 

In addition to the usual public and tech- 
nical activities, the Industrial College Li- 
brary aids the Branches of the College in 
preparing course bibliographies and also 
checks them for correct and final form for 
issue in College publications. No special 
work with periodicals is undertaken here, 
because the extensive periodical indexing 
services of the National War College Library 
nearby are readily available. 


THE ARMED FORCES STAFF COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 


Upon the establishment of the Armed 
Forces Staff College and its Library in 
1946, the Library received some of the 
materials from the short-lived Army and 
Navy Staff College Library. This material 
consisted chiefly of duplicates and other 
items which were not needed for the Na- 
tional War College Library which was 
established the same year. Its present hold- 
ings number approximately 75,000 bound 
volumes and about 40,000 security classified 
documents. 

The collection, like the curriculum, em- 
phasizes joint operations, and to aid in ful- 
filling the missions of the College and the 
Library, much material on the operational 
level is acquired from all services. As in 
the other higher military schools, documents 
are of prime importance. 

Bibliographies on various topics are made 
up as needed on receipt of requests from 
the faculty, or as anticipated by the Ref- 
erence Section’s knowledge of the curricu- 
lum. An unusual feature of this library is 
the subject indexing of books, periodicals, 
and documents, which is performed by the 
staff of the Reference Section (the cata- 
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loging done by the Processing Section is 
largely of a general nature). This indexing 
is detailed subject analysis and is done on 
materials which have been carefully se- 
lected for anticipated use. Periodicals se- 
lected for indexing are those for which no 
published indexing service, satisfactory to 
the needs of the Library’s clientele, exists. 
Documents are selected individually, and a 
considerable number of those added to the 
collection are indexed. Books are chosen 
for indexing on a highly selective basis 
(titles pertinent to the work of the Col- 
lege, such as The Army Air Forces in 
World War II are chosen for such analysis). 


THE ARMY WAR COLLEGE LIBRARY 
The larger part of the present Army 
War College Library collection has been 
built up since April 1951. In 1950, upon 
the reestablishment of the College, sus- 
pended during World War II, very little 
of its original collection in the War College 
building at Fort McNair in Washington was 
retained except for some duplicates, the 
rare book collection, and certain other ma- 
terials not needed to support the National 
War College curriculum. Thus the new 
Army War College, upon its reactivation at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, was forced to 
make heavy use of the Command and Gen- 
eral Staff College Library even though it 
had its own library staff. When the War 
College moved in the summer of 1951, from 
quarters supplied to it by the Command 
and General Staff College to its own perma- 
anent quarters at Carlisle Barracks, Penn., 
it received many books, public documents, 
and security classified documents from the 
Command and Staff College Library which 
were duplicates in that collection. The cur- 
rent Army War College Library collection 
numbers about 90,000 items including 25,- 
000 books, 35,000 classified documents, and 
around 2,000 bound volumes of journals. 
Among the Library’s activities and ser- 
vices is an unusual bibliographic search 
service conducted for the faculty in con- 
nection with the bibliographies prepared 
for curricular materials to be published. 
This is probably the most detailed and 
thorough activity of its type in any military 
school library. All periodicals received have 
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been given highly selective indexing since 
December 1951. The periodical index file 
is maintained on 3x5 cards. In addition 
to serving as an index to materials of in- 
terest to Library clientele, these cards are 
used to make up the periodical articles sec- 
tion of the Library’s classified and non- 
classified editions of its Acquisitions Bulletin. 


THE NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 


LIBRARIES 
The Naval War College, founded in 1884 
has several separate libraries, and as is the 


case in many other school libraries, both 
military and civilian, the Naval War Col- 
lege Libraries (now numbering _ three) 
originated in 1903 from the consolidation 
of numerous small collections around the 
College. The present Mahan Library (the 
College’s non-classified, general library) is 
built upon the nucleus of these original li- 
braries and currently numbers over 100,000 
bound volumes (including 25,000 volumes 
of bound periodicals). The Classified Li- 
brary is the control, distribution, read- 
ing and storage center for most of the 
College’s security classified _ publications 
(those classified lower than TOP SECRET 
and which do not bear on the subject of 
logistics). Its holdings are probably in ex- 
ces of 100,000 items, including 50,000 
photo-copies of World War II records of 
Army, Navy, and Marine Corps documents. 
The Logistics Library is chiefly a collection 
of security classified documents of approxi- 
mately 20,000 items dealing with the various 
aspects of logistics. 


As might be expected in a naval library, 
the College Libraries organization also main- 
tains a Chart Room Service, wherein are 
located both classified and non-classified 
charts and maps. There is also a Command 
and Staff Course Reading Room. Both the 
Chart Service and this Reading Room are 
in Sims Hall (a building some distance 
from the other libraries in Mahan Hall) 
where the Command and Staff courses are 
conducted. A Registered Publications Of- 
fice in Mahan Hall is also a part of the Li- 
braries organization. It is not considered 
as one of the libraries and is in charge of a 
naval officer. This office is responsible for 
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those publications distributed through the 
Navy’s Registered Publications System and 
for all of the College’s TOP SECRET pub- 
lications. 

The Mahan Library, the Classified Li- 
brary, and the Logistics Library all give 
bibliographic and reference service for the 
staff, faculty, and students of the Colleze. 
Some of the bibliographies prepared are 
published in the College’s Course Directives. 
Some indexing activity is carried on by the 
Mahan Library which consists of the prepa- 
ration of annotations of books and periodical 
entries for publication in the Library Bulle- 
tin. 


THE AIR UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

Inasmuch as a number of articles con- 
cerning the Air University Library, estab- 
lished in 1946 along with the Air University, 
have appeared in library journals over the 
past two or three years as well as very re- 
cently”, there is no need to go into quite 
as much detail concerning this library as 
has been done here with the others. Suf- 
fice it to say that the Air University Library 
serves the staffs, faculties, and student 
bodies of the Air War College, the Air 
Command and Staff College and its sev- 
eral schools, the staff and faculty of the 
Air Force ROTC, various Air Force research 
and other activities located at Maxwell Air 
Force Base, and the Gunter Branch of the 
Air Force School of Aviation Medicine lo- 
cated near Montgomery. 

The Library has a collection of over 122,- 
000 bound volumes, and the largest docu- 
ments collection of any military school with 
over 530,000 (the larger part of which are 
security classified). In addition to the 
extensive Audio-Visual Center (with _ its 
cartographic, photographic, and _ graphics 
facilities which accounts for almost one- 
third of the Library’s staff), an unusual 


2 See The Alabama Librarian, American Docu- 
mentation, College and Research Libraries, The 
Journal of Cataloging and Classification, Li- 
brary Journal, and Special Libraries. 
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service feature found here is the Library’s 
bibliographic assistance program, described 
in detail in October 1955°. 


[he Air University will become the first 
m.jor military educational institution with 
a separate building for its library facilities 


13 


when, in mid-1956, the Library moves into 
its new $1,000,000 quarters now under con- 
struction. 

3% Jerrold Orne. ‘“‘An Experiment in Integrated 


Library Service.” College and Research Li- 
braries, 16:353-359. 





ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ABSTRACTS FROM MINUTES OF COUNCIL 


October 15, 1955 


The Executive Council of the Alabama 
Library Association met Saturday, October 
15, at 10:00 a.m. at Huntingdon College 
Library in Montgomery. 

Council members present were: Willa 
Boysworth, Mildred Goodrich, Jean Hoff- 
man, Sybil Baird, Marion Neill, Margaret 
Hughes, Pauline Foster, Vivian Lawson. 
Ethel Sanders, Clarence Tilger, and Ruth 
Field. 

Other participants were: Evelyn Mullen, 
Jimmie McWhorter, and Martha Jule Black- 
shear. 

It was the judgment of the Council that 
the Nominating Committee should disregard 
the type of library in which he works in 
nominating a President for the Association. 
The Committee should choose the best per- 
son available for this office, and should then 
select representatives from other types of 
libraries for the other offices of the Asso- 
ciation. The Secretary was instructed to 
write a letter to this effect to Mr. Cameron, 
Chairman of the Nominating Committee. 

It was unanimously approved that it be 
recommended that Alabama’s Senator Lister 
Hill be made an honorary member of the 
American Library Association. A letter to 
this effect was to be written to the A.L.A. 
Council. 

A motion was made and carried that the 
Alabama Library Association will not apply 
for chapter re-designation in the American 
Library Association at the present time. 

Sybil Baird, A.L.A. representative on the 
Council, was instructed to write this de- 
cision to A.L.A. She was further instructed 


to write that this decision was made with 
deep regret, but to point out that until the 
state laws of Alabama permitted racially 
integrated meetings, it would be difficult, 
it not impossible, to comply with the spirit 
of the American Library Association consti- 
tution. 


A motion was passed to allocate $50.00 
each to the three Association divisions— 
Public, College and Special, and School— 
from the Association treasury to use as the 
various divisions think necessary. This 
amount may be cumulated from year to 
year. The necessary $150.00 for this year 
was obtained by lowering the sum allocated 
in the 1955-56 tentative budget for the 
annual convention. 


Congratulatory telegrams were sent to 
the Georgia and Mississippi Library Asso- 
ciations on the occasion of their annual fall 
meetings. 





STAFF MEMBERS HONORED 


Two staff members with more than 25 
years of service were honored at a tea when 
the Mobile Public Library observed its 27th 
birthday on September 16. Mrs. Emma C. 
Harris, Head of the Southern History De- 
partment, and Miss Irma Meyer, Periodicals 
Librarian, were presented scrolls of merit 
by Leroy Stevens, County Commissioner, 
and Joe Langan, City Commissioner. Mrs. 
Harris had been librarian for five years 
when the first free public library of Mobile 
came into being. 
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FOR LIBRARY PLANNERS 


Inspire your planning imagination with - 
the result of “new thinking” in library 
equipment — TREND library furniture. 


TREND furniture, with its flush con- 
struction, rounded corners and simple 
lines, is designed and built to meet the 
library needs of both today and tomor- 
row. TREND blends beauty with com- 
fort and durability to achieve livability 
and enduring pleasure. And, TREND 
Color Line Library Tables, with tops 
in eight soft decorator colors, bring a 
new element...color harmony ... to 
your library interiors. 


Remington Pland 


TREND Color Line 
Yel 0r-1a-Madelelale Mm E-]0) (= 
-Talemdal-Malayy 
Cherner Chair. 


Above all, the research, testing and 
“know how” embodied in TREND furni- 
ture is the exclusive result of Library 
Bureau’s 75 years of experience — ex- 
perience that can also provide you with 
a wealth of planning information. 


Whether you are building a new 
library, modernizing or expanding an 
existing one, see why librarians and 
library architects the nation over are 
specifying TREND. See TREND furniture 
in Library Bureau’s new furniture cat- 
alog LB709. Write today for your 
FREE copy! 


2216 5th Avenue, Birmingham 3, Ala. 


| want a free copy of Library Bureau furniture 
catalog LB709. 
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ALABAMA BOUND-IX 


By Mrs. Leo B. Roserts, PLSD, Montgomery 


Baker, Gladys. Our Hearts Are Restless. 
Putnam, 1955. $3.50. A novel based on 
the problems of alcoholism, with a tipped- 
in Catholic background. The author is 
Mrs. Roy Leonard Patrick of Birmingham. 
Her autobiography, I Had to Know, was 
published in 1951. 

Blassingame, Wyatt. The French Foreign 
Legion. Random, 1955. $1.50. A World 
Landmark book for boys 13 to 16, this is 
the history of one of the world’s most color- 
ful fighting forces. The author, a native 
of Tuscaloosa, attended the University, and 
later was on the staff of the Advertiser- 
Journal in Montgomery. 

Brooks, Van Wyck. Helen Keller. Dut- 
ton, 1955. $3.00. The author of The 
Flowering of New England has been a 
friend of Helen Keller for many years and 
here writes a eulogizing biography of this 
world-famous daughter of Alabama. 

Chase, Richard, comp. The Complete 
Tales of Uncle Remus, by Joel Chandler 
Harris, comp. by Richard Chase. Hough- 
ton, 1955. $5.00. All of the beloved tales 
of Brer Rabbit and his friends are collected 
in this one volume. Richard Chase, a na- 
tive of Huntsville, is the author of Wicked 
John and the Devil, 1951. 

Cheney, Cora. Key of Gold. Holt, 1955. 
$2.25. A mystery story, a fishing story, a 
story of a boy’s courage in learning to walk 
after having polio. The setting is the Flori- 
da Keys. A book for the 8-10 year-olds, 
written by a native of Birmingham. 

Conner, J. K. The Hill-Billy Farmer. 
The Author, 1955. $1.00. A comprehens- 
ive treatise—autobiographical—on hill-billy 
farm life in all its stages. The author, who 
lives in Aliceville, says, “Not all people can 
live this ideal farm life, but they all can 
do the next best thing—that is to read 
about it.” 

Farmer, Lawrence, editor. Doctors’ Leg- 
acy: a selection of physician’s letters 1721- 
1954. Harper, 1955. $3.50. A collection 
of excerpts from letters written by doctors 
to their colleagues about “their aspirations, 


their ethics, their human relations” and the 
many problems they must meet. There is 
one chapter on Dr. J. Marion Sims, the 
famous Alabama “woman surgeon.” Farmer, 
himself a doctor, is a native of Montgomery. 

Foley, Albert Sidney. God’s Men of 


Color; colored Catholic priests of the 
United States 1854-1954. Farrar, 1955. 
$4.50. With distinguished scholarship, 


Father Foley presents a biographical sum- 
mary of the Catholic Negro clergy in the 
United States over the last hundred years. 
Two of the biographies are about priests 
who either served in or were born in Ala- 
bama, Father John Marcellus Faustina and 
Father Earl Chachere. 

Graham, Shirley. Booker T. Washington. 
Messner, 1955. $2.95. This is the inspir- 
ing story of the founder of Tuskegee Insti- 
tute, written by the author of the highly 
popular biography of Dr. George Washing- 
ton Carver, of especial interest to teen-age 
readers. 

Hall, Bubylea. Flamingo Prince. Little, 
1954. $3.50. This fictionalized reconstruc- 
tion of the youth of Osceola, the great Semi- 
nole leader, is a colorful interpretation for 
younger readers. The author is a native 
of the Wiregrass section of the state. 

Keller, Helen Adams. Teacher: Anne Sul- 
livan Macy; a tribute by the foster-child of 
her mind. Doubleday, 1955. $3.50. Helen 
Keller’s biographical study of Anne Sullivan 
Macy is an acknowledgement of her vitality, 
imagination, and knowledge, and an inter- 
pretation of their long, closely interwoven 
relationship. 

McLeod, Katherine.  Bellingrath and 
Other Famous Gardens. Comet Press, 1955. 
$1.50. This beautifully illustrated book in- 
troduces the reader to many well-known 
gardens throughout the world, but particu- 
larly to Bellingrath which the author calls 
“the Alabama garden paradise.” 

Slaughter, Frank. Flight from Natchez. 
Doubleday, 1955. $3.75. Frank Slaughter’s 
new novel is based on a true-life incident 
from Pickett’s History of Alabama. With 








16 


the scene laid in the closing days of the 
American Revolution, the action of the novel 
has to do with the efforts of Spain and 
England to hold the Mississippi Valley and 
Northwest Florida. The march across Ala- 
bama furnishes many incidents of historical 
interest. 


Snow, Dorothea J. Whistling Mountain 
Mystery. Bobbs, 1954. $2.50. The scenes 
in this tale for youngsters 8-12 are laid in 
Alabama. 


Spencer, Samuel R., Jr. Booker T. Wash- 
ington and the Negro’s Place in American 
Life. Little, 1955. $3.00. A new volume 
in the Library of American Biography which 
gives an excellent appraisal of the work of 
the founder of Tuskegee Institute. 


Sterne, Emma Gelders, a former Alabam- 
ian, has had several children’s books pub- 
lished recently. The first two cited here 
are based on Indian legends and are pub- 
lished under the pseudonym “Emily Broun”: 
A Ball for Little Bear, Aladdin, 1955. 
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$2.25; and How Rabbit Stole Fire, Aladdin, 
1954, $2.25. The third book, Let the Moon 
Go By, Dutton, 1955, $1.75, contains six- 
teen tall tales with real and legendary char- 
acters as the heroes. 


Tarry, Ellen. Third Door; the autobiogra- 
phy of an American Negro woman. Mc- 
Kay, 1955. $3.50. The autobiography of 
a Negro Catholic writer, describing her ex- 
periences in New York and in her native 
Alabama. 


Wood, Mattie Pegues. The Life of St. 
John’s Parish. Montgomery, Paragon Press, 
1955. $3.75. A history of St. John’s Episco- 
pal Church in Montgomery from 1834 to 
1954. This volume covers such a _ wide 
range of local interest that it has been 
cited as being one of the best histories ex- 
tant of Montgomery itself. 

Worley, Dorothy. Beech Haven. Ava- 
lon, 1955. $2.50. Another light romance 
by the Montgomery author of six other 
novels. 








WRITE FOR YOUR NEW 
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PARAGON BINDINGS 
of the Don R. Phillips Co. 
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THE LIBRARY SERVICES BILL — WHAT TO DO NOW 


By Mrs. Leo B. Roserts, Chairman, Federal Relations Committee 


H.R.2840 is ready to go to the House 
Rules Committee when Congress goes into 
its second session in January. Representa- 
tive Graham Barden, Chairman of the House 
Education and Labor Committee, accom- 
panied by some of the sponsors of the Bill 
will appear before the Rules Committee to 
request a “rule” in order to take the Bill 
to the House floor for a vote. Favorable 
action by the Rules Committee is essential 
before. the measure can be voted by the 
House. Letters to the Chairman of this 
Committee, Howard W. Smith (D., Va.) 
are urgently needed at this time. Also, if 
you did not discuss the Bill with your Con- 
gressman while he was at home, you should 
write at once. It is imperative that every 
member of the House be contacted NOW, 
by librarians, yes—but more particularly 
by John Doe. One Alabama Congressman 


recently expressed great disappointment be- 
cause not a single constitutent outside the 
library profession had approached him on 
behalf of the Library Services Bill. 

S.205 will have hearings before a Sub- 
committee of the Senate Labor and Public 
Welfare Committee early in January. These 
hearings will not be as detailed as were the 
House hearings. This Committee, of which 
Senator Lister Hill is Chairman, will decide 
if the Bill is to be favorably reported to the 
Senate floor for a vote. Don’t fail to let 
Senator Hill know that Alabamians are 
grateful for his leadership in this national 
effort to bring public library service to 
rural areas of the country not now served. 

An excellent article on “The Library Ser- 
vices Bill in the Making,” by Marie Loi- 
zeaux, can be read in the Wilson Library 
Bulletin, September 1955, p. 41-60; 78. 





ENOCH PRATT FREE LIBRARY 
400 CATHEDRAL STREET 
BALTIMORE 1, MARYLAND 


November 7, 1955 


Mrs. Ruth R. Field 

3235 Norman Bridge Road 
Montgomery, Alabama 
Dear Mrs. Field: 


May I tell you what a smart looking in- 
teresting quarterly your Alabama Librarian 
is. You may have already discovered that 
we have paid you the compliment of imita- 
tion. I had planned to use a different color 
of ink on each issue but after our first 
number appeared with only the title in color, 
I saw your journal with the added colored 
line at the bottom. We now have the line 
at the bottom too. 


Thank you for the inspiration. 
you don’t mind the imitation. 


I hope 


Sincerely, 


MarcGaret A. Epwarps, Editor 
Maryland Libraries 
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Persons and Places... 


The $90,000 Thomas Duke Parke Me- 
morial Library building, located at Five 
Points in Birmingham, was dedicated at 
un Open House on Sunday, October 9. The 
building is on the site willed to the City 
for a branch library of the Birmingham 
Public Library. Dr. Parke’s will also pro- 
vided a substantial sum for books and 
equipment. The building was made possi- 
ble by contributions and the recent bond 
issue in a Birmingham election. In addition 
to the drive-in feature—which is unique in 
library architecture—the building is air- 
conditioned throughout and contains a con- 


ference room for 75 persons. Miss 
Richardena Ramsay is librarian. 
2 . ° oO 


Miss Josephine Zinceau has joined the 
professional staff of the Montgomery Public 
Library. She will receive her Master’s 
Degree in Library Science from Florida 
State University next summer. Before she 
became a librarian, Miss Zinceau was a 
registered nurse, having done private duty 
and public health nursing in Wisconsin, and 
serving in the Army Nurse Corps in France 
and Germany during World War II. 


a o co 2 


Mr. Clyde H. Cantrell represented the 
A.P.I. Libraries at a convention of the 
Southeastern Interlibrary Research Facility 
held in Atlanta October 24-25. 


~ o ° ° 


Mr. Dewey Franklin Pruett, Jr., has been 
awarded an Alabama Library Association 
Loan Scholarship of $1,000.00 for this year. 
Mr. Pruett is enrolled in the Library School 
of the University of North Carolina. His 
home is in Birmingham, and he was form- 
erly employed at the Birmingham Public 
Library. 

° * a ° 

Robert Marshall Servis, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edwin R. Servis, was born on Novem- 
ber 22. Mrs. Servis is the former Willie 
Mae Dearing and presently a Director of 
the Alabama Chapter of Special Libraries 
Association. 


Dr. Jerrold Orne, Mr. Oliver Field, Miss 
Florine Oltman, Miss Nell Lynn and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Thomson, all of the Air Universi- 
ty Library staff, flew to Washington on 7 
December, returning 10 December, in a 
plane piloted by Lt. Col. Charles L. 
Schliecker, Deputy Director. 

The Library of Congress graciously made 
the key members of its Cataloginy Division 
available for intensive detailed considera- 
tion of the proposed policy and manual for 
limited cataloging in the Air University Li- 
brary. Some members of the party carried 
out the added mission of screening the Billy 
Mitchell manuscripts and made arrange- 
ments to have them microfilmed for the 
Air University Library. Other special li- 
braries were visited and Mr. Field consulted 
with catalogers at the Armed Forces Medical 
Library and the Department of Agriculture 
concerning the Air University Library Cata- 
log project. 


* ° + = 


The Reverend Roger Lott, O.S.B., Assist- 
ant Librarian and Professor at St. Bernard 
College, made an address at the 15th annual 
meeting of the Mid-South Conference of 
the Catholic Library Association on Novem- 
ber 26 in Nashville, Tennessee. The theme 
of the conference was Freedom and Authori- 
ty: The Librarian’s View. Father Lott’s 
talk was entitled “Freedom to Read.” 

= o o = 

Mr. John David Marshall has been ap- 
pointed Head of the Reference Department 
of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute Li- 
brary at Auburn. A native of Tennessee, 
Mr. Marshall is a graduate of Bethel Col- 
lege and has his M.S. in Library Science 
from Florida State University. For the past 
three years Mr. Marshall has been Reference 
Librarian at Clemson College. Prior to that 
he was administrative assistant in the Li- 
brary School at Florida State University. 

Mr. Marshall is co-editor (with Dr. Louis 
Shores and Dr. Wayne Shirley) of Books, 
Libraries, and Librarians: Contribut’ons to 
Library Literature, which was published re- 
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cently by the Shoe String Press at Hamden, 
Conn. (The Alabama Librarian was incor- 
rect in its listing of the publisher in the 
last issue.) Since 1953 Mr. Marshall has 
been a regular book reviewer for the Library 
Journal and is also a contributing editor of 
the Southern Observer. 

Mr. Marshall is filling the vacancy cre- 
ated by the resignation of Mr. Joseph G. 
Taylor. Mr. Taylor, who is still living in 
Auburn, is doing a research project on which 
he has been working for several years. 


oO oO co o 


Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, Director of the 
Library of the University of Alabama, will 
be editor-in-chief of the Confederate Cen- 
tennial Studies, an historical monograph 
series on the Civil War. Each study will be 
a separate, independent, scholarly publica- 
tion, printed on fine paper and attractively 
bound. Each study will be numbered con- 
secutively in series, and, as now planned, 
four monographs will be issued annually 
throughout the centennial years. Each will 
be printed in a limited edition of only 450 
numbered sale copies, and advance subscrip- 
tions, for either single numbers or the se- 
ries, are now being accepted. The cost will 
be $4.00 per volume. Further information 
as to authors and title may be obtained 
from the Confederate Publishing Company, 
Inc.. P. O. Box, Southside 9067, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. 


i oO ° oO 


Mr. Fant Thornley, Director of the Bir- 
mingham Public Library, is a member of 
the Notable Books. Council of the Public 
Libraries Division of the American Library 
Association. 


* a o o 


The position of Chief, Acquisitions 
Branch, Air University Library, was filled 
last month by Mr. Emmett E. Goodwin of 
Montgomery. 

Mr. Goodwin came to the AUL from the 
Regional Office of the Veterans Administra- 
tion. He holds the B.S., M.A., and B.S. in 
L.S. degrees, and has completed much of 
the work toward a Ph.D. degree at Ohio 
State University. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT... 
(continued from page 2) 

Every small library has its share in this 
great movement to better reading. I get 
reports from the smallest libraries of re- 
search done and programs promoted in the 
Alabama Education Association’s centenniel 
celebration. No one person has a corner on 
the promotion of this spirit; it is done in 
your little libraries, in your big libraries, 
and in every individual contact with people. 

Alabama Librarians, we are awake; we 
recognize our tasks; we are working. Let 
us make the years 1955 and 1956 the best 
yet. We have lost many of our good li- 
brarians—all of us are expendable, but we 
have gained many more fine ones to take 
their places. Shall all of us be on hand 
to welcome these new people into our midst 
at Sheffield? Bring your ideas; each of you 
has much to share with the rest of us and 
much to contribute to the succes of your 
state convention. Make your reservations 
now. I will be looking for you. 

—Wi1a M. Boyswortn, President 
Alabama Library Association 














